APPEAL 

BY  THE  GOVERNMENT  OF  THE 
GERMAN  DEMOCRATIC  REPUBLIC 


TO  THE  PEOPLE  OF  WEST  GERMANY 


{gravely  concerned  for  the  preservation  and  securing  of  peace 
the  Government  of  the  German  Democratic  Republic  addresses  itself 
to  all  citizens  of  West  Germany. 

We  —  and  with  us  the  peoples  of  the  world  —  have  observed  with 
deep  anxiety  that  in  recent  weeks  the  Federal  Republic  has  been 
swept  by  ever  new  waves  of  manifestations  of  hatred  against  other 
peoples  and  territorial  claims  on  foreign  countries.  SS  generals  are 
allowed  to  speak  to  crowds  of  tens  of  thousands  there.  The  spate  of 
incitement  poured  out  every  Sunday  against  Czechoslovakia  and  the 
German  Democratic  Republic,  against  Poland  and  the  Soviet  Union 
has  never  been  so  strongly  pervaded  by  criminal  nationalism  as  it 
is  at  present.  Those  advocating  peaceful  coexistence  between  the  two 
German  states  and  among  the  peoples  are  denounced  as  traitors  to 
their  country  in  the  shrillest  tones  of  hlitlerite  jargon,  and  the  freedom 
of  expression  is  curtailed  in  the  West  German  Press,  radio  and  tele¬ 
vision.  In  the  style  of  the  nazis’  Nuremberg  party  congresses  the 
Ronn  regime  turns  against  all  forces  admonishing  to  listen  to  reason, 
irrespective  of  Avhether  they  are  communists,  social  democrats  or 
middle-class  publicists.  As  a  dress-rehearsal  for  the  visit  of  American 
President  Kennedy  and  for  all  the  world  to  see  the  entire  system  and 
the  riff-raff  of  the  policy  of  revandiist  and  atomic  folly  are  being 
mobilised.  Thus  hopes  for  international  detente  are  to  be  dimmed  and 
an  agreement  on  the  cessation  of  armaments  frustrated. 

Rut  just  as  all  other  peoples,  the  Germans  want  to  live  in  peace 
with  each  other  and  the  whole  world.  He  who  wants  to  live  will  be  in 
favour  of  peace  in  Germany  and  will  stand  up  for  matter-of-fact  and 
correct  relations  between  the  two  German  states,  he  cannot  but 
ardently  desire  the  conclusion  of  an  agreement  of  reason  and  good¬ 
will  between  the  German  Federal  Republic  and  the  German  Demo¬ 
cratic  Republic. 

All  our  respective  proposals  are  ignored  by  the  Bonn  Government. 
It  does  not  want  peaceful  coexistence,  it  rejects  an  agreement  on 
disarmament  and  the  elimination  of  atomic  weapons  to  be  concluded 
between  the  two  German  states,  it  opposes  the  normalisation  of  travel 
and  the  establishment  of  normal  cultural  and  sports  relations. 

Day  by  day  the  Bonn  Government  fans  the  cold  war. 

Every  day  the  German  Democratic  Republic  receives  thousands 
of  visitors  from  the  Federal  Republic.  But  Bonn  not  only  refuses  to 
recognise  the  passports  of  GDR  citizens,  but  it  even  kidnaps  and 
arrests  citizens  of  our  state  travelling  to  West  Germany. 

West  Berliners  want  to  visit  the  capital  of  the  GDR.  But,  the 
Brandt  Senate  ordered  the  permit  offices  which,  as  a  generous  gesUire, 
had  been  established  by  us  to  be  closed  by  the  police,  is  letling  loose 


the  fascist  mob  at  the  border  crossing  points  and  organising  bomb 
attacks  against  tbe  GDR.  This  is  tantamount  to  giving  inhumanity 
the  status  of  a  system. 

And  who  are  the  men  behind  this  policy  of  crime  and  damage  to 
Germany? 

They  are  the  same  elements  who  brought  Hitler  to  power,  who 
cashed  in  on  his  armament  and  the  Second  World  War  and  who  in 
1948/49  divided  Germany  in  order  to  maintain  the  power  of  the 
trusts,  to  resuscitate  militarism  and  thus  to  win  the  starting  position 
for  new  bloody  adventures. 

Citizens  of  West  Germany, 

The  Bonn  Government  is  playing  a  dangerous  game,  a  game  that 
may  cost  the  world  the  peace  and  you  your  lives.  In  view  of  the 
balance  of  powers  in  the  world  the  policy  of  aggression  leads  to 
suicide. 

The  citizens  of  the  GDR  have  long  ago  implemented  their  right  to 
self-determination  and  have  taken  away  power  from  those  who  had 
enriched  themselves  in  murderous  wars  at  the  expense  of  the  people. 
The  people  have  built  up  their  democratic  State  and  are  determining 
the  policy  of  peace. 

Now,  there  is  only  one  way-out:  The  people  in  the  Federal  Repu¬ 
blic  must  at  last  put  into  practice  their  right  to  self-determination  and 
put  an  end  to  the  activities  of  the  unscrupulous  and  adventurous 
elements  endangering  peace. 

Citizens  of  West  Germany, 

The  Government  of  the  German  Democratic  Republic  proposes  to 
you  to  finally  create  the  conditions  for  realistic  and  normal  relations 
between  the  two  German  states. 

Each  of  the  two  states  should  solemnly  pledge  to  respect  the 
existence  of  the  other  state,  its  political  and  social  order,  to  renounce 
ihe  use  of  force  in  any  form  and  to  respect  the  borders  of  the  other 
state.  Revanchist  instigation  and  war  propaganda  have  to  be  stopped 
immediately  in  order  to  come  to  a  genuine  detente. 

The  two  German  states  should  renounce  the  testing,  possession, 
manufacture,  acquisition  and  control  of  nuclear  weapons. 

Every  West  German  citizen  who  wants  peace  and  good  human 
relations  between  the  people  of  the  two  German  states  should 
advocate  the  holding  of  negotiations  between  the  two  German  Govern¬ 
ments  on  the  implementation  of  these  vital  proposals. 

Let  us  join  in  concerted  action  before  it  is  too  late! 

THE  GOVERNMENT  OF 
THE  GERMAN  DEMOCRATIC  REPUBLIC 


Berlin,  June  20th  1963 


